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Comments: This peer review form comes from my seminar entitled “Utopian and Dystopian Fiction.”  When students come to class with a first draft, I ask them to pair up, exchange drafts, and fill out a comment sheet.  Towards the end of the period, they discuss their written comments with one another to elaborate on their suggestions.  They then submit the comment sheets with their drafts so that I can read them.  I frequently refer to their peer’s comments when I am writing my own comments on their drafts.  In subsequent assignments, I ask students to pair up with someone new so that they get different perspectives on their writing.  The questions on the comment sheets vary according to the nature of the assignment. 





Your name________________________________

 Name of author of draft______________________

Comments on First Draft of Utopia Reflective Essay
Read the draft all the way through before answering these questions.  Use both sides of this page; don’t write on the draft itself).
1. What is the author’s main point about Utopia?  

2. What suggestions do you have for clarifying the premise that underlies the author’s viewpoint and/or the reasoning behind any points made in the essay?

3. In what paragraph(s) might the author add more support?  What support might be added there (for instance, quotes/paraphrases from Utopia, quotes from other sources, examples from history or current events, etc.)?

4. What’s a counter-argument that the author might want to consider addressing in the revision?

5. Where is one point where you see an opportunity to improve the flow of ideas?  What suggestion would you make to improve the flow there?

6. Did the intro catch your interest and pave the way for what was to follow in the essay?  Any suggestions for revising the intro?

7. Did the conclusion draw together the essay’s ideas and make you want to keep reflecting on them?  Any suggestions for revising the conclusion?

