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GndrStud 101

Gender Studies 101: Gender and Sexuality Theory
Fall 2011
Kresge 2-359
T, Th 1-2:20

Instructor: 		Jillana Enteen  	
Office: 		3-144 Crowe Hall
Phone: 		491-4337
Office Hours:		Tues 4:30-5:30, Thurs 11:30-12:30 and by apt.

Description:  
This writing-intensive seminar is designed to introduce college level seminars, research, composition and paper writing, peer editing, and Northwestern culture, while providing an overview of the major questions raised by Gender and Sexuality Studies. The interdisciplinary study of gender, sex and sexuality creates non-traditional frameworks for examining what might be considered natural, systemic, or unquestionable. Using texts that range across history, science, journalism, social sciences, and literature, we will survey gender, postcolonial, queer and trans theories. Our central focus for learning about Gender and Sexuality Studies will be to query the constructed nature and the effects of its presumed position as pre-determined, essential, or true.

Course Aims and Objectives:  
Aims:
This course will teach you, first and foremost, to write and revise good essays according to WCAS standards. You will learn how to develop a thesis, close read, and exercise critical thinking. You will also learn how to navigate WCAS technology, culture and expectations. Finally, you will receive a general knowledge of the interdisciplinary field of Gender and Sexuality Studies.

Objectives:
By the end of this course, students will: 
1. Learn to “close read” many kinds of texts.
2. Read and think critically about a wide array of written documents.
3. Write competent essays (3) that develop a thesis and illustrate critical thinking and close reading strategies.
4. Conduct research on a topic that is recognized as college level and understand the context/viability of sources that you gather for your research.
5. Succeed in a seminar discussion-based university course. 
6. Conduct college-level discussions in online environments. 
7. Link in class learning with university, and, perhaps, community, events.
8. Explore a variety of educational services and events offered by NU (including the writing center, office hours, and academic programs).
9. Revise, edit, and peer edit essays.
10. Understand central concepts of Gender and Sexuality Subjects.
11. Recognize some key writings in the field of Gender and Sexuality Studies and know why these writings are important. 
12. Evaluate using the lens of Gender and Sexuality Studies’ thinking, creating original theses from a Gender and Sexuality Studies framework. 

Readings:
[bookmark: _GoBack]-The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks Rebecca Skloot
-Culture, Society and Sexuality: A Reader Ed. --Richard Parker and Peter Aggleton (CSS)
-Queer Theory, Gender Theory: An Instant Primer by Riki Anne Wilchins (Wilchins)
-Additional readings available for download on Blackboard in the Course Documents section. Please print and bring all readings to class. (CD)

Grading:				
Posts to Discussion Board (8 substantial required, 1 synthesis, more suggested) 15%
Essay 1	(5 pages)									15%
Essay 2	(5 pages)									15%
Essay 3	(6-7 pages with 1-2 outside sources)					20%
Written Class work (theory worksheets, etc.)						5%
Peer Editing									  		5%
Class Participation										20% 	
Attendance at Outside Events								5%

POSTS:
There is a Discussion Board for this on the online Blackboard, which most of you have visited, for this class. This will be your forum for discussion of the readings, as well as a place to ask each other general questions about course information.  
Each week you should contribute one or two substantive comments to the Discussion Board discussion area. You can respond to anyone’s discussion or start a thread yourself. Each post must reflect what you have learned from and think about class readings. Substantive responses consist of a paragraph that takes into account previous posts and readings. A quote from the class text should be cited (including page number) and close read in your post.  Close reading will be the major requirement for your post. Please don’t isolate the quote and then discuss it. 
You may post more than once a week, but a minimum of 8 substantive responses, one each week, and one synthesis at the end of the quarter is required to receive the 15% of your grade. I will monitor the bulletin board and delete any responses that I think you may consider "substantive," but I do not. 
You are also encouraged, however, to respond in a less formal manner to the posts of your virtual community. Check the discussion board often and try to engage with the issues and problems presented.   

Essays:
	This is a writing-centered course. Each essay will be submitted twice—once as good as you can alone, and once after peer revision. First submissions should be completed versions of your paper, written and refined before they are uploaded to the website to be read by your group. They will be discussed and edited in class, in group workshops outside of class, revised, and resubmitted. You should be satisfied with the quality of your first essays as they will be discussed by your classmates and, at times, by the class at large. The third essay must show outside research, include a bibliography, and use MLA style format. (Go to nuwrite.northwestern.edu for information on citation use, as well as much more!). I reserve the right to use SafePaperSubmission which checks for plagiarism. 

	Written Class Work: 
Written responses, class activities, and homework assignments will make up the written portion of your grade. 
In addition, you must visit the Writing Place for help editing at least one paper. This will count in the “Written Class Work” portion of your grade.
Don’t wait because at the end of the quarter, the Writing Place is often booked. Please indicate on your final draft if the paper received help from the Writing Place.
You may, of course, visit the writing center more often. 
The Writing Place is located in Room 2304 University Library, North Tower, Second Floor
Phone: (847) 467-2791 
E-mail: writingplace@northwestern.edu

Peer Editing:
Peer Editing that you complete on your classmates’ essay drafts (through track changes or by hand) will constitute this portion of your grade.

	Class Participation:
In-class participation and evidence that you have prepared for class also contribute to your Class Participation grade. Because this is a seminar, I expect you to say something in EVERY class. If you are shy or don't understand a reading, come to class with a specific question written down so that you can present it for discussion.



Attendance at Outside Events: 
Because we will be working with the One Book One Northwestern text, there will be several events you must attend. Please put these events in your schedule now. If you do not attend these events, it will affect this section of your grade.
1. Teaching Sex at NU: Monday Sept 26 5-6:30 PM

2. TWO of the following events from “EVENTS For One Book One Northwestern” list on Assignments

EXTRA CREDIT EVENTS:
Attending relevant events during the quarter and writing a page about them will give you extra credit. The extra credit is to secure the highest grade possible. For each event you attend and write-up you hand in, you get an extra credit final point. Up to 3 points may be accumulated. 
Attending all four One Book One Northwestern events will earn you 2 extra points. In addition, I’ll announce possible events as I hear about them, and you should bring them up in class when you come across things, too. Extra credit cannot radically change a grade; it should be considered a way to make sure your grade is rounded up—if you have a borderline B/B+, for example, extra credit assures you the higher grade.

Attendance:
	You should attend every class. Any more than 1 unexcused absence will affect your grade unless approved by me.

E-mail:
	You must regularly check your e-mail account enrolled in the Blackboard.  Feel free to write to me at the address provided above (j-enteen@northwestern.edu). You may also write group emails to each other using the feature on the Blackboard site. (Please DO NOT write me at j-enteen@u.northwestern.edu I DO NOT CHECK THIS ACCOUNT)

Attendance:
You must attend all classes unless you are sick. You should contact me before class if there is a reason you cannot attend. More than one absence will affect your final grade.  

Academic Integrity
Each student in this course is expected to abide by the Northwestern University Code of Academic Integrity.  Any work submitted by a student in this course for academic credit will be the student's own work. For this course, collaboration is allowed in the editing process from other members of the course and tutors at the Writing Place. Penalty for plagiarism at Northwestern is severe, and understanding plagiarism is a goal of this course. Should plagiarism on a final draft occur, you must meet with the WCAS Office of Academic Integrity.  

Accommodations for students with disabilities
In compliance with the Northwestern University policy and equal access laws, I am available to discuss appropriate academic accommodations that may be required for student with disabilities. Requests for academic accommodations are to be made during the first two weeks of the quarter, except for unusual circumstances, so arrangements can be made. Students are encouraged to register with Student Disability Services to verify their eligibility for appropriate accommodations.

A note on electronic devices
If you use your laptop/iPad/other electronic device during class—as many of you may choose to do because of our use of Blackboard and peer editing—please refrain from using it for activities unrelated to class (e-mail, gchat, Wikipedia checks, online shopping, etc.). Any student discovered to be using his/her computer for such purposes during the seminar will receive an unexcused absence for that session.
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