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UTOPIAN AND DYSTOPIAN FICTION (Fall 2007)

Instructor:  
Charles Yarnoff

Classroom: 
Library 4722

Office:
 
Kresge 2-220

Office hours:  
Monday and Wednesday, 8:45-9:45

Office phone: 
491-4965 or 491-7414 (leave a message at the second 


  
   number)

Email: 
  
csy771@northwestern.edu
Textbooks:
The publishers and ISBN number are indicated in parenthesis. 

Atwood, Margaret. The Handmaid’s Tale (Anchor, 038549081X)
Diderot, Denis. “Rameau’s Nephew” and Other Works. Translated by 


Jacques Barzun (Hackett, 0872204863)
More, Thomas. Utopia. Translated by Robert Adams (Norton, 


0393961451)
Swift, Jonathan.  Gulliver’s Travels (Dover, 0486292738)
Voltaire. Candide. Translated by Burton Raffel (Yale, 0300119879)
Wells, H.G. The Island of Dr. Moreau (Dover, 0486290271)
The books are available at Norris Center Bookstore

COURSE GOALS
This course is designed to help you:

· examine both the allure and danger of utopian thinking

· analyze utopias and dystopias as social criticism

· improve your writing

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Writing Assignments
Each writing assignment is explained at the end of this syllabus, but briefly here’s what you’ll write:

Essay One: a reflection on some aspect of More’s Utopia (3-5 pages)

Essay Two: An analysis of Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale (4-6 pages).

Essay Three: a comparative analysis of Wells’ The Island of Dr. Moreau  and Swift’s 
Gulliver’s Travels, Part IV  (5-7pages)

Essay Four: a reflection on Voltaire’s Candide or Diderot’s Supplement to Bougainville’s 
“Voyage” (3-5 pages)

Class Attendance and Participation
The class participation grade includes attendance, participation in class and small-group discussions, and preparedness with writing and reading assignments. You are responsible for attending all classes.  If circumstances make it impossible for you to attend a class, notify me beforehand so that I can give you a makeup assignment.  Generally, the makeup assignment will involve submitting a piece of writing related to the work you missed and will be due at the next class.

GRADING

Essay One:



15%

Essay Two:



25%

Essay Three:



30%

Essay Four:



15%

Class attendance and participation
15%
I will grade the revision of each essay, not the first draft.  Each is due at the start of class on its assigned date.  The paper grade will be lowered if any draft of it comes in late.  

DAILY ASSIGNMENTS
Note: Papers are due at the start of class on the assigned day.  Late papers will be graded down.

Wed., Sept. 26:  Introduction

Fri., Sept 28: 
Read More’s Utopia: Book One.
Mon., Oct. 1: 
Read More’s Utopia: Book Two.
Wed., Oct. 3: 
Further discussion of More’s Utopia
Fri., Oct 5: 
Further discussion of More’s Utopia and of reflective essay assignment.  Read sample reflective essay by Flannery (handout).  Bring ideas for possible essay topics.

Mon., Oct.8: 
First draft of essay one is due.  Bring an extra copy. 

Wed.,Oct.10: 
 Conferences to discuss essay one—no class.

Fri., Oct. 12: 
Read Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale, through part 5.

Mon.,Oct.15: Read Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale, though part 9. Revision of essay one is due. (Include the first draft along with my comments and your partner comment sheets.)

Wed.,Oct.17: Read Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale, through part 12.

Fri.,Oct.19: 
Finish Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale.
Mon.,Oct.22: Bring notes for essay two.

Wed.,Oct.24:
First draft of essay two is due.  Include notes from Friday.

Fri.,Oct. 26: 
Conferences to discuss essay two—no class.
Mon.,Oct.29: 
Read Part IV of Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels.
Wed.,Oct.31: 
Further discussion of Part IV of Gulliver’s Travels.  Revision of essay two is due. (Include the first draft along with my comments and your partner’s comment sheet.)
Fri.,Nov. 2: 
Read Wells’ The Island of Dr. Moreau, through Chapter 14. 

Mon.,Nov.5: 
Finish Wells’ The Island of Dr. Moreau.
Wed.,Nov.7: 
Bring notes for essay three.  Also, bring the books by Swift and Wells.
Fri.,Nov.9: 
First draft of essay three is due.  Include notes from Monday.

Mon.,Nov.12:  Conferences to discuss essay three—no class.

Wed.,Nov.14: Read Diderot’s Supplement to Bougainville’s “Voyage”
Fri.,Nov.16: 
Further discussion of Diderot’s Supplement to Bougainville’s “Voyage.” Revision of essay three is due. (Include the first draft along with my comments and your partner’s comment sheet.) 
Mon.,Nov.19: 
Read Voltaire’s Candide, through Chapter 18.

Wed.,Nov.21:
No class—Happy Thanksgiving!
Mon.,Nov. 26: Finish Voltaire’s Candide.
Wed.,Nov.28:  Discussion of  essay four.  Bring the books by Diderot and Voltaire.

Fri.,Nov.30:  
First draft of essay four is due.  Bring an extra copy.  Last day of class.

Mon./Tues., Dec. 3 and 4: Conferences to discuss essay four.

Mon.,Dec.10:
Revision of essay four is due. (Include the first draft along with my comments and your partner comment sheets.)  If I’m not in my office, leave it in the box on my office door by 5:00.  You can pick up the paper on Friday, Dec. 14. 

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS

Essay One: a reflection on some aspect of More’s Utopia (3-5 pages).  In the essay, reflect on whether a specific aspect of Utopia has merit and would make for a better society today or whether it is an awful idea and would have disastrous consequences.  Your audience is the people in this class.

The kind of reflective essay that you are writing has these qualities:

1. Your voice is personal and relatively informal.

2. You explain the premise underlying your view.  This may involve your understanding of human nature, social justice, individual rights, or some other general premise that guides your reflections on the subject.

3. You explain your thoughts in sufficient detail so that readers can understand them.  Your goal is not, however, to present an airtight case to persuade readers but rather to give them a clear understanding of why you believe what you do.

4. You refer to specifics in Utopia: quotes, paraphrases, details.

5. You  present supporting details: from your personal experience, knowledge, and/or reading.

Essay Two: An analysis of Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale (4-6 pages).  Analyze a specific aspect—character, image, episode, theme, etc.—in the novel.  Your audience for the essay is the people in this class.

Here are criteria for choosing a good topic for this essay:

· You’re interested in the topic and want to explore it in greater depth

· You find it significant to understanding an important aspect of the book

· You can imagine intelligent readers having differing viewpoints on it
· You have enough ideas about it to feel confident that you can arrive at an arguable thesis
Essay Three: a comparative analysis of Wells’ The Island of Dr. Moreau  and Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels, Part IV  (5-7pages).  Write an analytical essay comparing a specific aspect of the two readings.  Your audience for the essay is the people in this class.

Begin by brainstorming possible topics.  Here are some topic ideas to consider:

· A theme or question raised in the books

· A similar situation that arises 

· A kind of character or relationship between characters 

· An image or pattern of action 

After brainstorming topics, pick one that best meets these criteria:

· You're interested in the topic and want to explore it in greater depth 

· You can imagine intelligent readers having differing viewpoints on it

· You have enough ideas about it to feel confident that you can arrive at an arguable thesis.

Essay Four: a reflection on Voltaire’s Candide or Diderot’s Supplement to Bougainville’s “Voyage” (3-5 pages).  The essay can take one of the following forms:

1. A “recently discovered” final chapter to Candide that depicts what happened to the characters as they attempted to “work [their] own fields.”  The underlying purpose of the chapter would be to convey your view of the possibility of creating a good community in an evil world.  The essay should be written in Voltaire’s style.

2. A dialogue—modeled on the method used by Diderot—in which two characters discuss Voltaire’s Eldorado or Diderot’s Tahiti.

3. A reflective essay—much like the one you wrote for Essay One—about some aspect of the utopian/dystopian world portrayed by Diderot or Voltaire.

Your audience for the essay is the people in this class.
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