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Comment: I distribute this handout when students begin work on a paper analyzing an article about the purpose of higher education.

Drafting the Analytical Paper

1. Focus on a significant idea with which you disagree in one of the readings.  The idea ought to be one that you believe is important and that different readers would have different views on.  

2. Mark sentences in the article that pertain to that idea, and jot down your reflections on each.

3. Formulate a tentative thesis---a concise statement of what you will argue about that idea.  

· Make sure the thesis is specific.  Avoid a vague, general thesis like, “I disagree with Stanley Fish’s view of the purpose of a college education.”  Instead, focus on a specific idea, such as Fish’s argument that college classes are not capable of intentionally making students into good citizens

· Check the thesis to make sure it is something worth arguing; ask yourself, “Would reasonable people disagree with my thesis?”  If you believe they would, then the thesis is arguable.  If you believe they would not, then you need to go back to the drawing board. 

· If your thesis is arguable, consider possible objections.  These objections may lead you to revise the thesis.  Or they may just suggest points that you’ll need to counter in the body of the essay.

4. Write an outline.

· List the major points you need to make to support your thesis.  For each point, note quotes from the article that you’ll use.   Also, jot down supporting ideas and examples of your own that you’ll offer to develop your point.

· Organize those major points with your readers’ needs and expectations in mind.  Your audience is the people in this class.  (That means that you don’t need to summarize the content of the article.)  

· What should you say in the intro to capture their interest?  

· What point should you discuss in the first body paragraph in order to begin winning their agreement to your thesis?  

· What point logically follows from that one and should therefore be discussed next?  

· What point would be an important one to end the body of paper with?

· How can you answer the question “So what?” about your thesis in the conclusion?

5. Write a rough draft.  Draft quickly, without doing much editing.

6. Edit the draft for clarity, persuasiveness, and correctness.

