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French 105-6: Philosophers’ Fictions in the Republic of Letters

Paper Two: a Satire
The Task:

You are going to create a satire in which you examine some aspect of social institutions, government (or government institutions), current event or human behavior that you firmly believe needs significant improvement.  Do not write on campus/college life or on any personal topic. Your subject must be topical, such that it be at least somewhat familiar to me and the rest of the class. 

Assignment Specifics:

· Your satire must be 4 to 5 pages in length (double-spaced), 12 point font maximum.

· Your satire must be a narrative (story).

· Your satire must involve a serious purpose.

· Your satire must include the following:

· Hyperbole and litote to accentuate the aspects of the issue that you wish to emphasize

· A clear contrast to the point that is targeted so that we may recognize the shortcomings or virtues that you wish to stress

· Clear organization and presentation of “facts” that are designed to appeal to the reader’s sense of logic and order
· Language or examples that compel the reader to take notice, but simultaneously do not offend

· Other suggestions…

· Be consistent in tone/voice.
· Favor irony to sarcasm.

· You might create some sort of mode by which to expose the ridicule of your target (ex. An awards ceremony, a test, a disease, a sport, a new product, a new law, a theme park). Alternatively, you may choose to follow the plot line of some well-known story (fairy tale, film novel) as you tell a different story. (In this case, select a story so as to make a number of effective parallels between it and your subject.

· A subject might be analyzed with a “Freaky Friday” approach.

· Solutions can be designed to point out rather than to solve a problem.

· Take various features and characteristics of your target and place them in another context which reveals the flaws inherent in the original.
· It might be worth a look at the archives of “The Onion” to generate ideas. (http://www.theonion.com/index.php?pre=1)

· When reading your satire, I’ll be looking for…

· The effective incorporation of elements of satire such as metaphor, hyperbole, litote, satiric irony,…

· The overall effectiveness of the satire such that the actual issue is clear

· A good construction of voice and tone

· A logical organization

Satire Outline
Name of author: 




Name of reader:

I) Topic: The topic of this satire is….

II) The Set-up: Explain the method used to “set up” the target in this satire.

III) Exaggeration: Identify areas that exaggerate or distort the target.
IV) Irony: Comment on the use of irony/satiric irony in the narrative.

V) “Hook”: Explain how the reader is called to wake up and take notice. Is the degree of the hook appropriate? (Is it strong enough to work but not so strong as to offend?)
VI) Other: Is there anything that the reader should know or understand a priori in order to understand the satire OR is there anything in the narrative that would have benefited from addition explanation?  


